Week 3 – Anthropology and Evolution
Overview –This week we explore evolution and how it relates to anthropology. Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species (1859) is one of the most important scientific works. The publication of this book opened the door for new questions and scientific exploration. Interested students will also be invited to consider different perspectives towards the relationship between evolutionary theory and Judeo-Christian religions, ranging from complete compatibility (the typical position of Jewish scholars and the official position of the Roman Catholic Church) to complete incompatibility (the typical position of Muslim scholars and some Christian Protestant denominations).
Competencies (Unit/Module objectives)

1. Define evolution and differentiate between the four processes of evolution (natural selection, mutation, gene flow, and genetic drift)

2. Define the term phenotype, and explain how it reflects both human genes and their environment

3. Identify the three fundamental requirements of natural selection (variation, heritability, and fitness differences)

4. Define the concept of an evolutionary adaptation and give examples of such adaptations

5. Students who complete the optional reading will be able to evaluate the relationship between common religious perspectives in the United States and an evolutionary understanding of human origins

Path

· Attend lecture
· Read the “Welcome to Evolution 101!” page

· Optional: Read VanPool et al.
· Complete the “Human adaptation” assignment
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